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Continuing An American Tradition 
Federal Real Estate and Art 

When did government get involved with the arts? It could be said that government support for the arts started in 1790 when 
the First Congress implemented the copyright provision of the U.S. Constitution. This allowed those that create to retain the 
financial interest in their intellectual property.  Today, government continues to support the arts through vehicles like the U.S. 
General Services Administration’s Art in Architecture program. 

Since relaunching in 1972, GSA commissioned more than 385 works of art across the country. This program marries the 
creative work of American fine artists with that of the nation’s top architects and construction firms. These pieces of art 
enhance the civic meaning of federal architecture and showcase the vibrancy of American visual arts. Together, the art and 
architecture of federal buildings create a lasting cultural legacy for the people of the United States. 

The Rocky Mountain Region GSA has 35 Art in Architecture art pieces displayed in its six-state region. There are a number on 
display, even on the outside of some of GSA’s downtown Denver buildings.  For example, “Irregular Form” by Sol LeWitt, 
located on 19th and Champa Streets, is easily seen on the outside of the Alfred A. Arraj U.S. Courthouse. Let your senses 
experience “Imagine” by Darrell Anderson, a one-of-a-kind interactive 241-foot-long art installation on the corner of 20th and 
Stout Streets.  Another exterior work of art is “Broken Wall”, a dynamic video and light installation created by artist Jim 
Campbell, located on Champa Street between 19th and 20th Streets.  

Our downtown Denver buildings also house several Public Works Art Project pieces which marked the U.S. government’s first 
big, direct investment in cultural development in the 1930s. Our collection includes four murals by Herman Schladermundt 
and two sculptures by Gladys Fisher at the Byron White U.S. Courthouse. Two additional PWAP works of art by Frank Mechau 
are on display at the Byron Rogers U.S. Courthouse. 

GSA funds its art program by reserving one-half of one percent of the estimated construction cost for new construction or 
major modernization projects. Additional details on the program can be found by visiting www.gsa.gov/artinarchitecture. 
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